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signing of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion.

Now, my great-grandmother and
many of my ancestors were born during
slavery in Galveston, Texas. My grand-
father was born in 1867 in Galveston,
Texas. So this day has always symbol-
ized a time for me personally, as well
as for many African Americans; a time
for reflection, as well as a recommit-
ment to justice.

Each year, Juneteenth compels us to
confront the darkest moments in our
Nation’s history, a chapter that was
born in the Middle Passage, continued
through slavery, and manifests itself
today through systemic racism.

We must acknowledge the legacy of
slavery and systemic racism that con-
tinues today in education and
healthcare and a broken criminal jus-
tice system. I could go on and on.

It is also at the heart of the crises
facing our Nation today, including eco-
nomic injustice and hate-fueled vio-
lence.

As we recognize this important day
in history, it is also crucial that we
pass Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON
LEE’s H.R. 40 legislation to develop a
commission on reparations and recom-
mit to an agenda for Black America
that realizes true equity and justice.

———

APOLOGIES TO BORDER PATROL
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to comment on the recent
developments regarding those brave
Border Patrol officers who used their
reins to prevent people sneaking into a
country illegally, prevent them from
getting stomped under their horses’
hooves.

I have been to the border several
times. Uniformly, all the Border Patrol
felt those people behaved appro-
priately, and I think continuous stud-
ies have shown they behaved appro-
priately. But sadly, President Biden
has decided to pick them out for pun-
ishment.

It reminds me when he calls the po-
lice of this country racist—both com-
pletely unfounded. He only does it, I
think, to divide our country, create di-
visions here.

I would demand that President Biden
apologize to the brave Border Patrol,
those great guys or gals who, on that
day, prevented the Haitians trying to
slip into this country from getting
stomped underfoot.

I would also like him to apologize to
the police of this country who are not
racist and are doing a great job to try
to hold down our murder rate.

———
O 1300

RISING PRICES HIT LOW-INCOME
FAMILIES HARDEST

(Ms. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, rising prices at the pump and at the
supermarket are costing families more
each month, and higher prices are fall-
ing hardest on low-income families,
who spend a larger share of their budg-
et on food and gas.

Since the beginning of the year, gas
prices have increased by nearly $2. No
doubt, this is in part due to Putin’s war
in Ukraine, but it is also driven by oil
and gas companies raising prices on
consumers.

Last month, the House passed the
Gas Price Gouging Prevention Act to
institute the first Federal law against
profiteering by oil and gas companies.
Today, the House considered and
passed legislation to make cheaper and
cleaner ethanol blends more available.

These commonsense measures would
get gas prices under control and put
money back in families’ pockets.

HONORING FRANK BUCKLES

(Mr. MOONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOONEY. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to share the story of an
American patriot from Charles Town,
West Virginia, which is where I live.

Corporal Frank Buckles lived to be
110 years old. He died in 2011 and was
America’s last known World War I vet-
eran. Buckles had enlisted in the Army
by giving his age as 18 rather than his
actual age of 16. He drove an Army am-
bulance in France in 1918 and came to
symbolize a generation of embattled
young Americans as the last of the
World War I doughboys.

Buckles later spent 3 years as a Japa-
nese prisoner of war during World War
II after being captured in the Pacific
while serving as a U.S. contractor.

Buckles lived on a 330-acre West Vir-
ginia cattle farm, where he drove a
tractor until 102 years old. I am hon-
ored to introduce legislation to des-
ignate the United States Postal Serv-
ice located in Charles Town, West Vir-
ginia, as the ‘“‘Corporal Frank Buckles
Post Office.” He was a true patriot and
is most deserving of this honor in the
town he called home for 50 years.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
MIKE SMITH

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of Mike
Smith, who was truly a pillar in the
Fort Worth community. At 78 years
old, Mike was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and was known as the un-
official mayor of Magnolia Avenue in
Fort Worth.

Throughout his b55-year tenure, Mike
baked over half a million pies, which
put his restaurant, the Paris Coffee
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Shop, on the map. His pies were listed
in USA Today, Bon Appetit magazine,
and really known all around the world,
but what really made Mike so special
was the warmth and love that he
showed everyone that walked into his
coffee shop.

It didn’t matter if you were from
Rivercrest or Riverside. It didn’t mat-
ter if you were from Whitehall Street
in Eastwood in Fort Worth or if you
were from Westover Hills, Mike made
everyone feel welcome any time you
came into the Paris Coffee Shop. His
firm handshake, his hugs, his conversa-
tions were just absolutely unforget-
table, and he will be deeply missed.

Just in addition to everything that
he has done for the food community,
the restaurant community in Fort
Worth, we send prayers out to his en-
tire network of friends and family.

———

CONGRATULATING RUSSELL
COUNTY BASEBALL

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to recognize the Russell County High
School baseball team, the Kentucky
State High School runners-up. Their
head coach, David Rexroat, has led the
Lakers baseball team since 2002. He is
the all-time winningest baseball coach
at Russell County, and he was recently
inducted into the Kentucky High
School Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame.

Russell County began their journey
to the State tournament by winning
the 16th District baseball tournament,
which includes my home school of
Monroe County. They have won the
16th District 9 of the last 10 years.
They won the region, the 4th Region in
Bowling Green, and went on to Louis-
ville to the State. They made it all the
way to the State finals, to the State
championship game.

The Russell County Lakers baseball
team had nine seniors on that team
that had played together most of their
lives. They finished the season 31-7, the
most wins in Russell County school
history.

Madam Speaker, that State cham-
pionship game was in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, against St. Xavier, which is one
of the largest high schools in the State.
It is about a 2% hour drive from Rus-
sell County to Louisville. Ninety-five
percent of the crowd was from the
small county of Russell County. This
community is proud of this baseball
team and their great accomplishment.
I commend them for a tremendous
baseball season.

————
HAPPY JUNETEENTH, AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
this morning I introduced the 2022 Ob-
servance of Juneteenth Independence
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